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As a school we regularly monitor attendance for the whole school.  We have several children in reception that have 
attendance below 90%.  Here is some important information and reminders around attendance to school.  

Attendance to school  
At Dothill Primary we aim to create an environment that enables and encourages all members of our school community to 
reach out for excellence. For our pupils to gain the greatest benefit from their education, it is vital they attend regularly. 
Your child should arrive at school on time every day our school is open, unless there is an unavoidable reason for absence. 
We consistently work towards a goal of 100% attendance for all children. Every opportunity is used to convey to pupils 
and their parents or carers the importance of regular and punctual attendance. 
The Government expects schools and local authorities to: 
* Promote good attendance and reduce absence (including persistent absence) 
* Make sure every pupil has access to full-time education to which they are entitled 
* Act early to address patterns of absence 
* Parents to perform their legal duty by ensuring their children of compulsory school age, who are registered at school, 
attend regularly. 
Why Regular Attendance is Important 
Any absence affects the pattern of a child’s schooling and regular absence will seriously affect their learning. Any pupil’s 
absence also disrupts teaching routines so may affect the learning of others in the same class.  Ensuring your child’s 
regular attendance at school is your legal responsibility and permitting absence from school without a good reason is an 
offence in law and may result in prosecution. 

The early years of schooling is extremely important and sets the foundations for learning.  Absence will impact on learning 
as pupils miss learning, missing phonic sessions will impact greatly on progress made in learning to read and write.   

                                                       

Lateness  
Don’t let your child miss out! 
What you can do: 

• Have a regular routine for the start of each day. 

• Help your child get their clothes and equipment ready before they go to bed. 

• Set a reasonable bedtime to make sure they get enough sleep. 
Get your child to school on time. If they are late: 

• They may have a bad start to the day. 

• They miss out on important learning, which could effect their achievement. 

• They don’t have the social time to settle into class. 

• It can be embarrassing for them. 

• They may disrupt the learning of the rest of the class. 

 

Promoting Regular Attendance 
Helping to create a pattern of regular attendance is everybody’s responsibility - parents, pupils and all members of school staff. 
To help us all focus on this we will: 
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• Give you details on attendance in our weekly newsletter and on the school website. 

• Report to you on your child’s attendance 

• Share attendance in school and via social media each week  

Childhood Illness Information 
Below is a useful guide produced by the NHS to help parents identify illnesses which their children may have picked up and to 
aid in deciding whether or not to send children to school. 

Is my child too ill for school? NHS Guidance  
It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school, nursery or playgroup when they're unwell. 
If you do keep your child at home, it's important to phone the school or nursery on the first day. Let them know that your child won't 
be in and give them the reason. If your child is well enough to go to school but has an infection that could be passed on, such as a cold 
sore or head lice, let their teacher know. 
High temperature 
If your child has a high temperature, keep them off school until it goes away. 
Feeling anxious or worried 
It's normal for children to feel a little anxious sometimes. They may get a tummy ache or headache or have problems eating or 
sleeping. Avoiding school can make a child's anxiety about going to school worse. It's good to talk about any worries they may have 
such as bullying, friendship problems, schoolwork or sensory problems. You can also work with the school to find ways to help them.  If 
your child is still struggling and it's affecting their everyday life, it might be good to talk to your GP or school nurse. 
Coughs and colds 
It's fine to send your child to school with a minor cough or common cold. But if they have a high temperature, keep them off school 
until it goes. Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues and to wash their hands regularly. 
Chickenpox 
If your child has chickenpox, keep them off school until all the spots have crusted over. This is usually about 5 days after the spots first 
appeared. 
Cold sores 
There's no need to keep your child off school if they have a cold sore. Encourage them not to touch the blister or kiss anyone while 
they have the cold sore, or to share things like cups and towels. 
Conjunctivitis 
You don't need to keep your child away from school if they have conjunctivitis, unless they are feeling very unwell. 
Do get advice from your pharmacist. Encourage your child not to rub their eyes and to wash their hands regularly. 
Ear infection 
If your child has an ear infection and a high temperature or severe earache, keep them off school until they're feeling better or their 
high temperature goes away. 
Hand, foot and mouth disease 
If your child has hand, foot and mouth disease but seems well enough to go to school, there's no need to keep them off. 
Encourage your child to throw away any used tissues straight away and to wash their hands regularly. 
Head lice and nits 
There's no need to keep your child off school if they have head lice. 
Impetigo 
If your child has impetigo, they'll need treatment from a pharmacist or GP, often with antibiotics. 
Keep them off school until all the sores have crusted over and healed, or for 48 hours after they start antibiotic treatment. 
Encourage your child to wash their hands regularly and not to share things like towels and cups with other children at school. 
Measles 
If your child has measles, they'll need to see a GP. Call the GP surgery before you go in, as measles can spread to others easily. 
Keep your child off school for at least 4 days from when the rash first appears. They should also avoid close contact with babies and 
anyone who is pregnant or has a weakened immune system. 
Ringworm 
If your child has ringworm, see your pharmacist unless it's on their scalp, in which case you should see a GP. 
It's fine for your child to go to school once they have started treatment. 
Scarlet fever 
If your child has scarlet fever, they'll need treatment with antibiotics from a GP. Otherwise they'll be infectious for 2 to 3 weeks. 
Your child can go back to school 24 hours after starting antibiotics. 
Slapped cheek syndrome (fifth disease) 
You don't need to keep your child off school if they have slapped cheek syndrome because, once the rash appears, they're no longer 
infectious. But let the school or teacher know if you think your child has slapped cheek syndrome. 
Sore throat 
You can still send your child to school if they have a sore throat. But if they also have a high temperature, they should stay at home 
until it goes away. A sore throat and a high temperature can be symptoms of tonsillitis. 
Threadworms 
You don't need to keep your child off school if they have threadworms.  Speak to your pharmacist, who can recommend a treatment. 
Vomiting and diarrhoea 
Children with diarrhoea or vomiting should stay away from school until they have not been sick or had diarrhoea for at least 2 days (48 
hours). 

 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/fever-in-children/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cough/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/common-cold/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cold-sores/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/conjunctivitis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/ear-infections/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hand-foot-mouth-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/impetigo/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/measles/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/ringworm/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scarlet-fever/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/slapped-cheek-syndrome/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/sore-throat/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/tonsillitis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/threadworms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/diarrhoea-and-vomiting/

